
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 Conscious of the uniqueness and importance of each individual child to 

God, to self and to society; 

 Convinced of the need of our Church and our world to develop mature, 

educated Christians; 

 Cognizant of the awesome privilege and responsibility inherent in 

challenging and guiding the young people entrusted to our care;  

 Committed to the belief that an individual's potential is his or her 

greatest asset; 

We, the administration and faculty of Our Lady of the Hamptons 

Regional Catholic School, fully dedicate ourselves to utilize our personal 

and professional gifts and talents for the total education of our students 

so that they may become aware of their place in the future as Christians 

and citizens of this country and the Kingdom of God. 

With this statement of the mission of our school as our base, we are 

proud to present to you the academic curriculum for the Middle School 

program at Our Lady of the Hamptons.  Ours is rigorous course of study 

based upon State and diocesan guidelines. The opportunities for growth 

and development are tremendous– the challenges many!  

While the opportunities stated herein provide a guide to content, we 

emphasize that the underlying foundation for the sixth, seventh and 

eighth grade students is the religious, spiritual, moral education of each 

individual student.  

The partnership of school, parish, family and student is essential! An 

informed community is a productive unit! 

  

            -Our Lady of the Hamptons 



 

 

 SIXTH GRADE CURRICULUM 
 

 

RELIGION   

 

Sixth grade students will explore the Old Testament beginning with the story of 

Abraham and Sarah. The themes of revelation and covenant are introduced. 

Readings  from the book of Exodus offer insight into the Christian life in 

deliverance through the Paschal Mystery.  

 

Students will describe the special mission entrusted to the Church as the 

beginning of God's kingdom and to Peter as the head of the Church. They will 

recall the importance of rules; especially the ones that guide our moral lives 

through the Ten Commandments. Students will describe faithful practices that 

can give us hope, keep us close to God, and help us avoid the exile of sin.  

 

Religion activities include the building of individual arks, making cartoon strips, 

CD covers, posters, poems, and essays to reinforce their learning. Full 

participation in class and school-wide liturgies are supported by weekly classes 

in Liturgy.  

 

 

ENGLISH-LANGUAGE ARTS 

                   Within the sixth grade ELA program, students will be strengthening 

their grammar and spelling skills. This program reintegrates the writing process 

with its structural underpinning at word level, the sentence level and the idea level 

to empower students as writers and critical thinkers. This program provides all 

students with -the proficiency in writing skills and grammar-reinforcement of the 

correct use of writing conventions -the credibility of their message. 

 Projects include writing business letters, features in Kidsday, daily journals, 

morning work, weekly spelling tests, essay writing  and ELA test preparation. 

The ELA (English Language Arts) test  in May  includes: Reading, 

Listening  and Writing. 

                 EXTENSION ACTIVITIES: 

 Participation in class and school-wide oratorical competitions 

 Presentation of a class play 

 Participation in annual Young Authors’ project 

 Participation in Long Island Spelling Bee 

 

 

 

LITERATURE 

 

In sixth grade, students apply thinking skills and use knowledge of structure, 

content, and vocabulary to understand informational texts. Students continue to 

draw conclusions about texts, compare and contrast literary elements in multiple 

genres and adopt an organizational format appropriate for informational writing. 

They use paraphrasing; answering questions about informational material; and 

supporting ideas with examples, definitions, analogies, and direct references to 

the texts 

          This course involves study of the novel, reading comprehension, book 

reports, and reading logs. Novels include:  

 Maniac Magee (Jerry Spinelli) by Jerry Spinelli  (Within this novel, students 

will study and discuss diversity  and racism.) 

  Where the Red, Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls (dealing with death, family 

and money concerns.) 

  A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L'Engle  (Study of  self-esteem, love, 

hope, family and the use of  imagination.)  

.                      EXTENSION ACTIVITIES: 

 Participation in National Geographic Bee 

 Trip to Medieval Times for feast 

  

 

 

 



 

 

MATHEMATICS  

 

         This course entails a thorough study of rational numbers, beginning with 

the manipulation and correlation among fractions, decimals, and percents.  

Students are also exposed to integer values, working with the order of operations 

in a new light.  Geometry, with a keen focus on vocabulary, comes later in the 

year.  Introductory algebra, specifically algebraic expressions and equations, is 

presented as well.  Basic probability, statistics, and graphing in the coordinate 

plane are also explored. 

Topics include: 

- Decimals, Fractions, & Percents  

o Operations among these types of numbers 

o Conversions between these representations  

o Word Problems involving such  

- Application of the order of operations  

- Geometry  

o Angle measures and classifications 

o Triangles and Polygons, Circles  

o Perimeter & Area  

- Probability  

- Basic Statistics  

- Plotting on the Coordinate Plane  

- Integers  

- Introductory Algebra  

            EXTENSION ACTIVITIES: 

 Presentation of a major Mathematics project 

 Participation in school-wide Math Bee 

 Participation in the Kellenberg Math Bee 

 

 

SCIENCE 

Living Environment and Physical Science, Part 1, (Integrated Science) 

Students will work on an understanding of the fundamental science principles 

related to the above topics. They will become competent in the use of the scientific 

method. This will enable the students to complete Science Fair projects that reflect a 

high level of critical and creative thinking. 

The sixth grade science class includes several animal dissections, 

emphasizing the structure and function of living creatures. The students will also 

become familiar with the theories of plate tectonics, and perform several hands-on 

activities. Internet-based assignments are an integral part of this course.  

 EXTENSION ACTIVITIES: 

 Presentation of a major Science research project at the school 

fair 

 Participation in Chaminade and Brookhaven Science Fairs 

 

 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES 

In sixth grade, students will travel through time learning Ancient Cultures and 

demonstrate their knowledge by being able to explain each countries customs 

and contributions. Students learn about Roman, Greek and Egyptian 

civilizations taking care to see them as the basis of modern culture. Students will 

be able to explain and give examples of how language, the arts, architecture, 

other artifacts, traditions, beliefs, values, and behaviors contribute to 

development and transmission of culture.  
 

Students will describe ways  in which historical events have been influenced by 

and have influenced physical and human geographic factors in local, regional, 

national, and global settings.  

 

Students will study intensive note taking skills, write research reports, construct 

dioramas, become a god/goddess/ philosopher, make food, create mosaics and 

participate in a class Greek Fest. 

 

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES 

 Participation in National Geographic Bee



 

 

 

and contributions. Students learn about Roman, Greek and Egyptian 

civilizations taking care to see them as the basis of modern culture. Students will 

be able to explain and give examples of how language, the arts, architecture, 

other artifacts, traditions, beliefs, values, and behaviors contribute to 

development and transmission of culture.  
 

Students will describe ways  in which historical events have been influenced by 

and have influenced physical and human geographic factors in local, regional, 

national, and global settings.  

 

Students will study intensive note taking skills, write research reports, construct 

dioramas, become a god/goddess/ philosopher, make food, create mosaics and 

participate in a class Greek Fest. 

 

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES 

 Participation in National Geographic Bee

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEVENTH GRADE CURRICULUM 
 

RELIGION   

 

This course is primarily set around the delineation of God’s love as it is 

portrayed through His Son, Jesus.  Gospel readings and the depiction of Saints 

are an integral part of this class, in which students are enlightened on the 

means of how to live morally and righteously.  Considering how each can 

follow in the Lord’s footsteps, the students are required to complete several 

personal reflections and intuitive projects corresponding to Christianity 

values.   

 

Topics include: 

 Mystery of the Incarnation (Jesus’ Birth, Baptism, Jesus as a boy) 

 Kingdom of God (Church, Earth, Heaven) 

 Living as a Christian (Means of serving, conscience, virtues) 

 Meaning of Prayer (Eucharist, Meditation, Contemplation)  

 The Paschal Mystery (Jesus’ Passion, Resurrection, Ascension) 



 

 

 Deeper look at Sacraments (Baptism, Communion, Confirmation, etc.) 

 Study of Saints (Mother Teresa, Francis of Assisi, Peter, Paul, John, 

etc.) 

 Exploring the Ten Commandments  

 

A weekly class in Liturgy supplements the curriculum. 

 

 

ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS 

 

The course covers all aspects of English: grammar, punctuation, spelling, 

vocabulary, structure, reading, and speaking. Students are required to read 

aloud to develop proper articulation and enunciation skills, to recognize the 

relationship between words, phrases, and clauses in sentences 

and to master the meter and rhythm of what they are reading. They read a 

variety of literary forms, including novels, short stories, essays, poetry, and 

persuasive articles. They read superior works of literature by such authors 

as Conrad Richter, Dickens, Avi, and Steinbeck. They also write their own 

essays on a variety of subjects and participate in writing contests throughout 

the year. 

 

Considerable emphasis is placed on proper grammatical structure in writing, 

emphasizing variety in sentence structure and use of vocabulary    

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES: 

 Participation in class and school-wide oratorical competitions 

 Presentation of a class play 

 Participation in annual Young Authors’ project 

 Participation in Long Island Spelling Bee 

  

 

 

MATHEMATICS  

 

During this year, students are exposed to several pre-algebra topics.  A strict 

correlation between the verbal and algebraic is found in this course so that 

students can begin to understand the abstract.  Mathematical vocabulary and 

procedure are consistently stressed so as to help students attain a firm 

understanding of the covered concepts, which include multi-step equations, 

simplification of algebraic expressions, and variable quantities in word 

problems.  Geometry is studied more extensively, with a focus on area, the 

Pythagorean Theorem, and the parallel line – transversal relationships.   

             Topics include: 

- Integers (Whole numbers and their opposites, absolute value) 

- Introductory Algebra (Solving basic equations, evaluating 

expressions, translating to and from algebraic representations) 

- Word Problems (paralleled with algebraic manipulation) 

- Geometry (More in-depth analysis of polygons, parallel and 

perpendicular lines, circles, angles) 

- Ratios & Proportions 

- Applications with Percents   

- Plotting on the Cartesian coordinate plane  

 

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES: 

 Presentation of a major Mathematics project 

 Participation in school-wide Math Bee 

 Day trip to Six Flags (correlated with Science) 

 

 

SCIENCE 

 Living Environment and Physical Science, Part 2, (Integrated Science) 

The seventh grade Science class is divided into three distinct 

segments- Cells & Heredity, Human Body Systems & Functions, and 



 

 

Earth Science ( mapping, rocks and minerals, and the rock cycle.; Hands-

on labs are an integral part of this course. The students will take part in a 

LiGASE sponsored DNA lab at the Molecular Biology Dept of SUNY-

Stony Brook. 

Through continued emphasis on the scientific method, students 

will further enhance their skills at problem-solving and the research method. 

This is evident in the quality of projects that are displayed at the annual 

Science Fair in the spring. 

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES: 

• Presentation of a major Science research project at the 

school fair 

• Participation in Chaminade Science Fair 

• Participation in Brookhaven Laboratory Science Bowl 

 

 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES 

The course begins with pre-Columbian history of the North American 

continent. We review the geography of North America and learn the basics 

of precise location using latitude and longitude. Students familiarize 

themselves with how Native Americans most likely came to the continent, 

where they settled, and how the geography and topography of the land 

influenced their cultures. 
We move to the age of discovery and the arrival of Columbus, 

Spanish colonizers, and the English and French settlers-and study how these 

events led to the swift destruction of native empires in North, Central, and 

South America. The Colonial period, when exercises in self-government 

gradually took hold and democratic and republican sentiments began to 

develop, occupies the years before the American Revolution. 

With the Declaration of Independence in 1776, we traverse the 

defeat of the British, the writing of the Constitution, and early efforts to 

establish a lasting and successful government in which power is shared by 

the federal and state governments. We continue with the War of 1812 and 

subsequent years of general peace and prosperity with little interference 

from European countries. The United States grew in wealth, industry, and in 

appreciation of a broadening democracy. The concept of "manifest destiny" 

and the Mexican War moved the country farther and farther to the West and 

at the same time led to serious problems about the spread of slavery. We 

end the course in the year 1850, the beginning of the decade leading up to 

the Civil War. 

 

EXTENSION ACTIVITY: 

 Participation in National Geographic Bee

EIGHTH GRADE CURRICULUM 

 

RELIGION 

In the eighth grade year, students study the Church as  one,  holy, Catholic 

and apostolic body. Church history is taught as well as intensive study of 

the Creed, the sacraments and Beatitudes. Immediate preparation for the 

Sacrament of Confirmation is done in conjunction with the home parish of 

each student.  

                Outreach projects are encouraged in which students assume 

leadership roles (food drives, visits to the nursing home, performance for 

senior citizens and assuming of chores for the elderly).  

           A weekly class in Liturgy supplements the curriculum. 

 

  

ENGLISH –LANGUAGE ARTS  
 

This course develops, expands, and improves the skills introduced in the 



 

 

seventh grade. There continues to be major emphasis on grammar and 

vocabulary in their class work and in their writing assignments.  

 

Students read many different types of literature from a broadly inclusive 

anthology and also are required to read major works by such as John 

Gunther, Avi, Robert Cormier, and Harper Lee. Time is also devoted to 

writing essays in preparation for the State ELA test given later in the year 

and to develop the skills of listening, persuasive argumentation, and 

coherent analysis of literary themes. 

          EXTENSION ACTIVITIES: 

• Participation in class and school oratorical competitions 

• Presentation of a class play 

• Participation in annual Young Authors’ project 

•            Participation in Long Island Spelling Bee 

 

MATHEMATICS 8 

 

This is an extension of the 7
th

 grade Pre-Algebra class, in which topics such 

as algebraic exponential terms, geometric transformations, and basic 

trigonometric applications are studied in detail.  This course will help to 

prepare students for entrance into Integrated Algebra and encompasses all 

components affiliated with the NYS 8
th

 Grade curriculum.  In conjunction 

with such, all students are required to take the NYS 8
th

 Grade Math Exam in 

May.   

 

Topics include: 

- Classification of real number systems  

- Properties  

- Venn diagrams  

- Applications with percents 

- Pre-algebra extension  

- Solving equations 

- Evaluating and simplifying expressions 

- Solving and graphing inequalities 

- Basic factoring   

- Manipulation of Exponential Terms (arithmetic & algebraic) 

- Transformations on the Cartesian coordinate plane  

- Geometry 

- Quadrilaterals 

- Similar polygons   

- Geometric constructions 

- Working with volume and surface area 

- Basic Trigonometry  

 

 

 

INTEGRATED  ALGEBRA     (REGENTS) 

 

As a ninth grade course offered to accelerated eighth grade students, this 

course is rigorous in its mathematical content as well as in its workload.  All 

New York State standards associated with this class are portrayed.  Students 

will work on exploring multiple means of understanding mathematical 

applications and communicating such via various methods.  Those enrolled 

in this honors course are required to take the NYS Integrated Algebra 

Regents Examination in June in order to receive appropriate high school 

credit. 

        Topics include: 

- Sets in the domain of real numbers  

- Mathematical Properties (binary operations) 

- Algebraic Translation 

o Expressions and Equations 



 

 

o Word problems  

- Operations with Algebraic Expressions 

- Algebraic Ratios and Proportions 

- Area and Volume of Geometric Figures  

- Right Triangle Trigonometry  

- Graphing Algebraic Functions 

o Linear relations and functions 

o Quadratic relations and functions 

- Writing and Solving Functions 

o Linear and Quadratic  

- Algebraic Factorization  

- Algebraic Fractions  

o Operations among 

o Equations/Inequalities with 

- Radical Applications  

- Permutations, Combinations, & Probability 

- Statistics (displayed via histograms and charts)  

            EXTENSION ACTIVITIES: 

 Presentation of a major Mathematics project 

 Participation in school-wide Math Bee 

 Participation in the Kellenberg Math Bee 

 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES 

 The course begins with the decade leading up to the Civil War and extends 

to the recent past in American History. Students are taught to recognize 

cause and effect, to relate certain events to certain time periods, and to 

analyze historical trends. They also learn that, over time ,historical theory 

and analysis can often change, as new evidence comes to light or new 

interpretations are brought to bear. They are encouraged to communicate 

articulately and with a minimum of historical "padding." 

 

As part of student preparation for the state Social Studies Test, students 

spend considerable time analyzing document based questions and writing 

constructed responses and essays involving the full spectrum of topics and 

periods in American History. 

EXTENSION ACTVITIES: 

 Three day guided class trip to Washington, DC 

 One  day guided walking tour of Ground City 

 Participation in National Geographic  

 

 

 

SCIENCE  

 Physical Science ( Integrated Science) 
The eighth grade students will become acquainted with all the 

theories of Astronomy. Topics such as the history and age of the universe, 

formation of the planets, and types of stars are covered in this segment of 

the course. In addition, the foundations of Chemistry are also an integral 

component of this year's Science class. The students will work on 

experiments that demonstrate theories such as atomic structure, and the 

format ion of the Periodic Table of the Elements. Time laws of motion, 

force, momentum, and the nature of work are discussed. Internet-based 

projects reinforce and extend students' knowledge beyond the material that 

is covered in class. 

 

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES: 

• Presentation of a major Science research 

project at the school fair 

• Participation in Chaminade Science Fair 

• Participation in Brookhaven Laboratory 

Science Bowl

 



 

 

 

 

COMMON STUDIES  FOR 

GRADES SIX, SEVEN AND 

EIGHT 

 

SPANISH  
 

The primary goal of Elementary Spanish  ( grades 6, 7 and 8) is to 

introduce, reinforce and develop the student’s familiarity with grammatical 

structures and syntax. Daily class in grade 6 builds on the basics taught in 

the lower grades and provides a structure for use of vocabulary, sentence 

structure, conversational skills and reading. Students become involved with 

the culture of other American cities and some Spanish speaking countries 

through dialogues, special projects, monologues, games and songs, all of 

which incorporate new and more complex vocabulary and sentences 

structures. 

Grade 7 provides more opportunity for reading and writing Spanish as well 

as more intensive conversational skills.  

Spanish grade 8 prepares the students for the New York State Proficiency 

Examination in Spanish. Successful completion of this test may result in 

placement in the second  year of high school study.  

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES: 

 Presentation of an assembly program on Spanish culture 

 Preparation of Spanish foods 

 Lunch at a local Spanish restaurant in which only Spanish may be 

spoken ( 7 and 8) 

 Viewing of Spanish language films 

 Study of Don Quixote by Cervantes 

 

LIBRARY-MEDIA SKILLS 

A comprehensive Library curriculum has been developed for grades  6,7 

and 8. The Curriculum not only provides a basic knowledge of how a 

library is set-up and how to use the resources available, but also provides 

cross curriculum activities.  

 

The research project is introduced at the 6th grade level. Ensuing years 

build on this basic skill. When a student graduates from OLH, he or she 

should have mastered all the basics of research, cross-indexing, 

bibliography, source quotations and presentation. The  project generally 

involves the Library, Computer, and History classes, and sometimes Art and 

Music classes. 

 

Integration of library/media skills such as the Dewey Decimal System, 

Power Point, the overhead projector, computerized data base systems and 

extensive search engines enhance the research activities. 

       EXTENSION ACTIVITIES: 

 Interdisciplinary presentation at the Southampton Historical 

Museum 

 Student assistance in the library/media center 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Weekly formal physical education class is taught focusing on age-

appropriate organized games and athletic skills, including aerobics, soccer, 

basketball, volleyball, softball and tennis. 

 

Students in grades 6, 7 and 8 are invited to participate on school teams 

through the Catholic Middle Schools Association in volleyball, soccer, 

basketball, baseball and softball, as well as CYO basketball, local track, 

cross-country and cheerleading. 

HEALTH 

The Health curriculum for grade 6, 7 and 8 is taught in one trimester 

modules, with class three times each week. 

Topics covered ( at appropriate emotional levels)  in each trimester 

course: 

 Skin Care 

 Dental Care 

 Healthy Consumerism 

 Nutrition 

 Fitness 

 Personal Care 

 Relationships 

 Alcohol and Tobacco 

 Violence Prevention 

 Bullying 

 Safety 

 First Aid 

 

 

 

 

 

COMPUTER/TECHNOLOGY 

Students in grades 6,7 and 8 receive weekly computer lab classes and are 

welcomed into the lab before and after school and during recess for research 

and project completion . Class instruction is tied in with several integrated 

disciplines/ 

 

Upper grade students work with the school’s video and digital cameras, 

Smartboards and other electronic media 

 All students have access to  

 CultureGrams Online  

 EBSCO Database Package ,the New York State Online Virtual 

Electronic Library, General Science Collection and Funk & Wagnalls  

New World Encyclopedia.  

 Gale Group Databases  

 eChalk resources 

The Technology curriculum for grade 6, 7 and 8 is taught in one trimester 

modules, with class three times each week. Curriculum includes bridge 

building reading and interpreting architectural plans and creation of Rube 

Goldberg machines. 

 

 

 

 

FINE ARTS 

 

The MUSIC curriculum for grade 6, 7 and 8 is taught in one trimester 

modules, with class three times each week. The syllabus includes alignment 

to New York State Standards in the Arts. 
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Grade 6 

 

         Rhythmic/Melodic Dictation 

           -Note values including and  measure patterns 

          - Non rhythmic melodic dictation  in the major scale 

         Theory and   History 

 Major and minor key signatures, modes 

 Study of modes will be integrated with their study of 

Greek culture in Social Studies 

 Blues scale, 12 bar form, harmony and lyric form 

 Students will compose a blues in 12 bar form using the 

correct scale, harmony and lyric form 

 Students will study the history of the blues and its many 

practitioners as well as the creators of early rock and 

roll 

 Grade 7 

 Rhythmic/Melodic Dictation 

 Theory and History 

 Note values up to and including 16`
x
' notes in 1 

and 2 measure patterns Syncopated rhythms 

 Non- Rhythmic and some rhythmic melodic dictation 

using larger intervals in the major scale 

 Basic 2 and 3 part song  

 Students will compose a melody in either 2 or 3 part form 

 Baroque, Classical and Romantic Periods 

 The study of popular music will be focused on the 

1960's and 1970's  

 Making of a sound recording (recording, playback, 

equipment etc...) with a special emphasis on the 

contributions of Les Paul. 

8th
 
Grade 

History and Theory 

 The music of Stephen Foster and the Civil War 

 Impressionistic and Modern Classical Periods 

 Jazz (A survey of the styles from the 1920's - 1960's) 

 The study of popular music will be focused on the 1980's and 

beyond 

 Pentatonic scales, whole scales and the chromatic scale  

 Students will compose species counterpoint exercises as well 

as melodies using a tone row 

 Triads, 5`
n
 chords and common chord progressions 

 

 

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES: 

 Master class and  concert at New York Philharmonic 

 Student concert at Long island Philharmonic 

 Interactive World Music Day 

 Membership in Band, Guitar instruction, Hamptones Chorus 

 Ballet Class, Jazz Class, Tap Class, Senior Dance Troupe 

 Drama workshop and performance class 

 Adjudication through the New York State School Music 

Association 

 Technical squad (sound, lighting, staging) for school shows 

 

 

ART is taught weekly for grades six, seven and eight and is supplemented 

by inclusion in the Art Club. Students are taught art appreciation and history 

as well as technique in drawing, painting and sculpture. 

             Students are exposed to mosaic, silk screening, metal sculpture, 3-D 

drawing, pastels, oil painting, graphic design, collage and abstract media. 

 

 

 EXTENSION ACTIVITIES: 

 Full in-school gallery Art Show 



 

 

 Exhibit of student work at the Parrish Art Museum 

  

 

 

SPECIAL CLASS ELECTIVES AND EXTENSIONS AVAILABLE 

TO STUDENTS IN GRADES 6, 7 AND 8 IN 2009-2010 : 

 KIDS IN THE KITCHEN  afterschool cooking and nutrition  

class 

 WOOD SHOP  class  during lunch recess time 

 1969   A special weekly class geared toward an in-depth study of 

the moon landing,  1969 Mets and the phenomenon of Woodstock 

 MOCK TRIAL TEAM- legal techniques coached by practicing 

attorneys leading toward participation in the  Western  Suffolk 

BOCES competition 

 Staff membership on The Studentsô Voice, the monthly school 

newspaper 

 Peer tutoring opportunities 

 



 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 


